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Members of the Onondaga and 
other Haudenosaunee Nations

Ernest Kaientaronkwen Benedict, an elder of the Mohawk 
Nation.  He was one of the founders of the newspaper 
Akwesasne Notes, and also originator of The North American 
Indian Travelling College. Ernest passed in 2011.

Wendy Gonyea is an Onondaga Nation Clanmother, writer 
and poet.  She is the former editor of the Onondaga Nation 
News and a former teacher at the Onondaga Nation School.  
She is a founding member of the Onondaga Nation Higher 
Education Group, in support of Onondaga youth.

Freida J. Jacques is the Onondaga Turtle Clanmother and 
is a Home/ School Liaison at the Onondaga Nation School. 
She often is involved in cultural education for teachers, and 
others interested in Haudenosaunee culture. 

Kent Lyons is a citizen of the Onondaga Nation, born into 
the Mohawk Wolf clan.  He is a father of four and married to 
Onondaga Hawk Clanmother Francine Lyons.  Kent has been 
active in community affairs, playing and coaching lacrosse and 
writing for the Onondaga Nation Communications Office.  
Kent is an active photographer and has participated in the 
traditions and culture of the Onondaga Longhouse for many 
years.

Oren Lyons is co-founder of the Iroquois Nationals Lacrosse 
team, the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues at the 
United Nations, and the Traditional Gathering of Elders and 
Youth.  As a Faithkeeper of the Onondaga Nation, Oren 
has been a visible, outspoken leader throughout the world 
on behalf of indigenous issues and our environment.  He is 
a retired professor of Native American Studies at SUNY 
Buffalo.  

Audrey Shenandoah, a respected elder and Clanmother of 
the Onondaga Nation, shared her knowledge and message 
of peace with world leaders at the United Nations and 
abroad.  A steadfast keeper of Onondaga traditions and 
language,  Audrey was a valuable resource for the Onondaga 
community and the Haudenosaunee.  She had served as 
secretary of the Haudenosaunee Grand Council of Chiefs 
and oversaw the issuance of Haudenosaunee passports.  
Audrey taught Onondaga language classes to all grades for 

31 years at the Onondaga Nation School.  Audrey passed in 
2012.

Jeanne Shenandoah is a citizen of the Onondaga Nation, 
who currently serves as secretary of the Haudenosaunee 
Grand Council of Chiefs and oversees the issuance of 
Haudenosaunee passports.  Jeanne works at the Onondaga 
Communications Office and has been a lifelong activist on 
behalf of Native peoples and the environment.

The Onondaga Nation website (www.onondaganation.
org ) was established in 2005 and provides a rich resource 
of information about the Onondaga Nation, both current 
and historical.  Brad Powless, Eel clan, warming a chief’s 
title, teacher at the Onondaga Nation School, created and 
maintains the Onondaga Nation website.

“Neighbors”
Phil Arnold is a Religion Professor at Syracuse University, 

Director of Native Studies, and Founding Director of Skä 
noñh: The Great Law of Peace Center at Onondaga Lake.

Sandy Bigtree need bio

Ellen Edgerton is a communications coordinator at Syracuse 
University and a local blogger.

Joe Heath is general counsel for the Onondaga Nation.

Robin Kimmerer (Potawatomi) is a mother, writer and 
professor of botany at the SUNY College of Environmental 
Science and Forestry  (SUNY ESF), where she is the 
founding Director of the Center for Native Peoples and the 
Environment.

Joan Cope Savage was born in Syracuse, NY, has a long-
term interest in the history of human species and our 
environment, and holds an MS in environmental science. 

Sally Roesch Wagner is the Executive Director of the 
Matilda Joslyn Gage Foundation.

Marilyn Willits is an active citizen speaking up for her 
community. She is a lifelong native of upstate New York.
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University Dept. of Religion

WEBSITES
www.ailanyc.org  -  The American Indian Law Alliance in 

New York City

www.indigenousvalues.org  -  Indigenous Values Initiative 
works to articulate, disseminate and promote the 
ancient and enduring values of Indigenous people’s 
traditions. 

www.onondaganation.org  -  Information about the 
Onondaga Nation

www.peacecouncil.net/noon - Neighbors of the 
Onondaga Nation (NOON)

www.sullivanclinton.com  -  Historical information 
and teaching resources (provided by Dr. Robert 
Spielgelman)

?? WENDY CHECK www.treeofpeacesociety.info  -  
Educational organization founded by Mohawk elder, 
Jake Swamp

www.mohawkcommunity.com  -  Information about the 
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www.hetf.org  -  Haudenosaunee Environmental Task 
Force 
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NOON, Neighbors of the Onondaga Nation, 2013 
Genesee St., Syracuse, NY 13210-2335, (315) 472-
5478   email:  noon@peacecouncil.net   web:  www.
peacecouncil.net/programs/neighbors-of-the-
onondaga-nation

Onondaga Communications Office is the official 
office of the Onondaga Nation.  Contact: Onondaga 
Communications Office, Onondaga Nation, via 
Nedrow, NY 13120, (315) 492-1922.
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